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Abstract: Three 1200 m deep wells, spaced at 40 m, were equipped with permanent fibre-optic sensor
cables. The variation of temperature within a continental, permafrost-associated gas hydrate occurrence
was measured deploying the distributed temperature-sensing technology. Analysis of the transient temper-
ature changes induced by the drilling and completion of the wells indicates that the base of the ice-bearing
permafrost and the base of the gas hydrate occurrences is 604–609 ± 3.5 m, and 1108–1109 ± 3.5 m, respect-
ively. Twenty-one months after the completion of the boreholes, the well temperatures are within ± 0.1°C of
equilibrium with the formation temperature. The analysis of the geothermal gradient shows that high gas
hydrate saturations within the pore space have only a minor effect on the bulk-rock thermal conductivity
compared to changes in lithology.
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Résumé : Trois puits de 1 200 m de profondeur, espacés de 40 m, ont été instrumentés avec des
câbles-sondes permanents à fibres optiques permettant par détection thermique simultanée (distributed
temperature sensing) de mesurer les variations de température dans une accumulation continentale
d’hydrates de gaz associée à du pergélisol. L’analyse des changements transitoires de température
occasionnés par le forage et l’achèvement des puits indique que la base du pergélisol contenant de la glace
se situe entre 604 et 609 ± 3,5 m, alors que la base de la zone d’hydrates de gaz se trouve entre 1 108 et
1 109 ± 3,5 m. Vingt et un mois après l’achèvement des forages, les températures mesurées dans les puits
s’écartaient d’un maximum de ± 0,1 °C de l’équilibre avec la température des sédiments. L’analyse du
gradient géothermique montre que, comparativement aux changements lithologiques, la forte saturation en
hydrates de gaz de l’espace interstitiel a un effet mineur sur la conductivité thermique globale des
formations.



INTRODUCTION

The size and distribution of natural methane hydrate occurrences
and the release of gaseous methane through the dissociation of
methane hydrate are predominantly controlled by the subsurface
pressure and temperature conditions. This field experiment
was carried out within the framework of the Mallik 2002 Gas
Hydrate Production Research Well Program, investigating the
in situ conditions of one of the most concentrated gas hydrate
occurrences currently known, located at the coast of the Mackenzie
Delta, Northwest Territories, Canada (Dallimore and Collett,
2005). A thick permafrost layer extending to a depth of about
600 m below ground level overlies gas hydrate accumula-
tions between about 800 m and 1100 m below ground level
within the sedimentary succession.

Previously, the analysis of the geothermal conditions and
the derivation of the stability field for methane hydrate at the
Mallik site were based on the interpolation of single, thermally
disturbed, bottom-hole temperature measurements and drill-stem
test data from petroleum exploration wells (Majorowicz and
Smith, 1999). Within permafrost environments, the depth to
the base of the permafrost is often used as a constraint to the
subsurface temperature field (Majorowicz et al., 1990). Tay-
lor and Judge (1981) evaluated different methods of measur-
ing and predicting permafrost thickness. On the basis of a
large collection of temperature data, Judge et al. (1987) estimated
the depth to base of ice-bearing permafrost in the Mackenzie
Delta–Beaufort Sea region. Dallimore and Collett (1999) and
Dallimore et al. (1999) estimated the depth to the ice-bearing
permafrost at the Mallik site according to geophysical well
logs of the Mallik L-38 and 2L-38 wells. Within the present
study, the transient temperature response of a well drilled in
permafrost (Lachenbruch and Brewer, 1959; Taylor, 1979)
was used for the determination of the depth to base of
ice-bearing permafrost at the Mallik 3L-38, 4L-38, and 5L-38
wells. For the first time, the same method was applied to
determine the base of the gas hydrate occurrences.

In cases where measurements of the formation temperature
are not available, estimates of the geothermal gradient are often
derived from local heat flow and the thermal conductivity of
the formation. Apart from the importance for the subsurface
temperature field, the thermal properties of gas-hydrate-bearing
rocks are a controlling factor for all processes involving the
formation and decomposition of gas hydrate in nature, which
is inevitably coupled with the transport of heat within the for-
mation. It has often been proposed that the presence of gas
hydrate should have a significant influence on the bulk-rock
thermal conductivity and the geothermal gradient within
gas-hydrate-bearing formations (e.g. Ruppel, 2000). Until now,
only a limited number of laboratory measurements on artifi-
cially produced samples have been published and there is a
lack of measurement data from field samples. Stoll and Bryan
(1979) performed measurements of the thermal conductivity
of mixtures of sand, water, gas, and gas hydrate. Waite et al.
(2002) presented thermal conductivity data for varying per-
centages of gas hydrate content in porous mixtures of meth-
ane hydrate and quartz sand. On the basis of the acquired
temperature data, implications on the thermal conductivity of
the gas-hydrate-bearing sediments at Mallik are presented.

Beside the information about the geothermal field, the
online temperature monitoring has delivered important data
for the thermal stimulation test, which was performed in the
Mallik 5L-38 well, the results of which will be published
elsewhere (e.g. Hancock et al., 2005).

FIBRE-OPTIC DISTRIBUTED TEMPERATURE
MEASUREMENTS

During the field experiment, the temperature variations along the
central production well (JAPEX/JNOC/GSC Mallik 5L-38)
and the two lateral observation wells (JAPEX/JNOC/GSC
Mallik 3L-38 and 4L-38) were measured. Through the deploy-
ment of fibre-optic distributed temperature sensing (DTS)
technology, quasi-continuous temperature profiles can be
measured with high temporal resolution (Wisian et al., 1998).

The principle of distributed temperature sensing was
described in Hartog and Gamble (1991); examples for the
application in boreholes were given in Hurtig et al. (1993) and
Förster et al. (1997). The DTS system (opto-electronic unit
manufactured by Sensa, United Kingdom, model DTS 800 M10)
deployed in this study enabled the simultaneous online regis-
tration of temperature profiles along the three boreholes with
a maximum accuracy of ± 0.3°C. Prior to and during the field
experiment, individual calibrations of the deployed sensor
cables were performed in a temperature-controlled chamber at
the GeoForschungsZentrum Potsdam and on the Mallik site.

Installation of sensor cables

A special feature of the experiment design is the permanent
installation of the sensor cables outside the borehole casing.
After completion of the well, the sensor cables are located in the
cementannulusbetweencasingandboreholewall (seeFig.1–3).

The fibre-optic cables were attached to the outer side of
the casing at every connector, at intervals of approximately
12 m, using custom-built cable clamps. In the Mallik 3L-38
and 4L-38 wells, the sensor cables were installed to a depth of
approximately 1160 m, and in the Mallik 5L-38 well temper-
atures could be measured to about 940 m depth (see Table 1
and discussion in Appendix below). All depth data in this
paper relating to the Mallik 3L-38, 4L-38, and 5L-38 wells
are relative to rotary kelly bushing (KB), which was 4.6 m
above ground level, unless otherwise stated. In order to
enable a smooth sequence of operations during the running of
the casing, as well as to avoid damage to the sensor cable dur-
ing the handling on the rig floor, every step of the installation
was carefully planned and co-ordinated with the drilling
engineers and crew. Despite the precautions, damages to the
sensor cables in the Mallik 4L-38 and 5L-38 wells did occur.
Nevertheless, the logging schedule was completed as planned,
and high-quality temperature data were obtained from all
three wells. Further details of the experimental design are dis-
cussed in the Appendix.

Government regulations for the abandonment procedure
required that the wells be plugged and the casing cut below
ground level. In order to enable future temperature measurements,
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Depth(mKB) DTS(single-endedconfiguration)

S
eq

u
en

ce
b

o
u

n
d

ar
ie

s
an

d
lit

h
o

lo
g

y

Ip
er

k
S

eq
u

en
ce

S
an

d,
oc

ca
si

on
al

co
ng

lo
m

er
at

e,
si

lt
an

d
cl

ay
la

ye
rs

;
de

tr
ita

l o
rg

an
ic

m
at

er
ia

l

M
ac

ke
n

zi
e

B
ay

S
eq

u
en

ce

S
an

d,
w

ea
kl

y
ce

m
en

te
d

sa
nd

-
st

on
e,

m
in

or
si

lt-
sh

al
e

in
te

rb
ed

s

G
as

hy
d

ra
te

in
te

rv
al

K
u

g
m

al
lit

S
eq

u
en

ce

In
te

rb
ed

de
d,

w
ea

kl
y

ce
m

en
te

d
sa

nd
-s

an
d-

st
on

e
an

d
si

lt-
si

lts
to

ne

G
am

m
a

ra
y

(A
P

I)
d

T
/d

z
(K

/k
m

)
10

0
50

0
10

0
50

0
-1

00
-5

0
Te

m
p

er
at

u
re

(°
C

)
0

10
-5

5
C

as
in

g

0

20
0

40
0

60
0

80
0

10
00

21
9.

1
m

m
(8

5/
8”

)

13
9.

7
m

m
(5

1/
2”

)

B
as

e
o

f
IB

P
F

t s
4L

-3
8

(d
ay

s)
4 6 11 49 25

7
60

5

M
al

lik
4L

-3
8

F
ig

ur
e

2.
Te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
pr

of
ile

s(
T)

an
d

20
m

av
er

ag
e

te
m

pe
ra

tu
re

gr
ad

ie
nt

(d
T/

dz
)o

ft
he

M
al

lik
4L

-3
8

ob
se

r-
va

ti
on

w
el

l
fo

r
su

cc
es

si
ve

ti
m

es
af

te
r

co
m

pl
et

io
n

of
th

e
w

el
l

(t
s)

.
IB

P
F

:
ic

e-
be

ar
in

g
pe

rm
af

ro
st

.
T

he
ga

m
m

a-
ra

y
re

sp
on

se
(G

R
)i

s
af

fe
ct

ed
by

th
e

ca
si

ng
(c

as
ed

-h
ol

e
lo

g)
.S

eq
ue

nc
e

bo
un

da
ri

es
an

d
lit

ho
lo

gi
ca

l
de

sc
ri

pt
io

n
m

od
if

ie
d

fr
om

D
al

lim
or

e
et

al
.(

19
99

).
D

ay
25

7
te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
pr

of
ile

:u
nc

er
ta

in
ca

li
br

at
io

n.
D

ep
th

in
m

et
re

s
be

lo
w

ke
ll

y
bu

sh
in

g
(m

K
B

).



5

J. Henninges et al.

Depth(mKB)
DTS(single-ended

configuration)
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the DTS cables were secured and left accessible during the
abandonment of the wells. The surface ends of the sensor
cables were stored in custom-designed steel boxes on site.

Temperature logging schedule

After the completion of the wells, continuous monitoring of the well
temperatures was performed over a period of up to 61 days from
January to March 2002. The DTS logging was started one to two
days after completion of the respective well. Temperature profiles
were recorded with sampling intervals of 0.25 m and 5 minutes.
Table 1 contains details of the DTS installation and the logging
schedule, as well as the amount of recorded temperature data.

Two further DTS surveys were carried out during subse-
quent field trips to the Mallik site on October 6 and 7, 2002,
and September 19–21, 2003. During the October 2002 field
trip, temperature profiles from the two observation wells
were obtained, but the Mallik 5L-38 well was not accessible
due to flooding of the well site. During the September 2003
field trip, data from all three wells were collected.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Excerpts from the recorded temperature data are displayed in
Figures 1, 2, and 3 as temperature profiles for successive
points in time after the cementing of the wells (shut-in time,
ts). Details concerning the processing of the DTS data are
documented within the Appendix below. The temperature
gradient at every data point was calculated from the slope of
the temperature profiles over 5 m, 10 m, and 20 m intervals, as
indicated in the respective figure captions. This smoothing of
the temperature gradients reduced the influence of the scatter
of the raw temperature data due to instrumental noise. The
size of the averaging interval was further adjusted to the scale
of the respective diagram for clarity. For the Mallik 3L-38
and 4L-38 observation wells, cased-hole gamma-ray logs are
displayed, which were recorded by the cement bond tool
(CBT). The gamma-ray logs for the Mallik 5L-38 well were
recorded during the open-hole logging program of the perma-
frost and subpermafrost sections.

After the October 2002 field trip, it had been discovered
that the original calibration had obviously changed due to a
modification of the DTS instrument, and the collected tem-
perature data was offset up to several degrees. Although this
offset could be determined and corrected by subsequent mea-
surements, the October 2002 temperature data is only shown
with dashed lines in Figures 1–3. Prior to the September 2003
field trip, a new calibration of the DTS instrument was per-
formed and the calibration was verified by on-site measure-
ments under controlled conditions.

Natural geothermal field and thermal rock properties

As a result of the thermal disturbance due to the drilling pro-
cess, a continuous process of equilibration of the borehole
temperature to the temperature of the surrounding formation
can be observed during the 21 month logging period between
January 2002 and September 2003 (Fig. 1, 2, 3). As will be
shown below in the ‘Drilling-induced temperature changes’
section, the September 2003 temperature profiles have returned
close to equilibrium with the formation temperature and the
measured changes of temperature with depth are approxi-
mately equal to the geothermal gradient.

According to Fourier’s equation, the rate of conductive
heat flow per unit area �Q (W/m2) is equal to the product of
thermal conductivity λ (W/m•K) and the change of tempera-
ture dT (K) over the distance dz (m):

�Q = -
dT

dz
λ (1)

Therefore, assuming constant heat flow by conduction,
the temperature gradient is inversely proportional to thermal
conductivity, and local changes of the geothermal gradient
are correlated with changes of the bulk-rock thermal conduc-
tivity of the formation. In order to derive implications on the
bulk-rock thermal conductivity of the formation, only the
September 2003 ‘near equilibrium’ temperature profiles are
considered in the following discussion.

The September 2003 temperature profiles of the three
wells all show very similar characteristics. Near the surface to a
depth of about 80 m the temperature profiles exhibit curvature
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3L-38 4L-38 5L-38 Total

Begin drilling 2001.12.25 2002.01.11 2002.01.25  
End drilling 2002.01.06 2002.01.21 2002.02.22  
End cementation 2002.01.07 2002.01.22 2002.02.23  
Start DTS logging 2002.01.10 2002.01.25 2002.02.24  
End DTS logging 2002.03.12 2002.03.12 2002.03.12  

1st post-field DTS survey 2002.10.06–07 2002.10.06–07 No data  

2nd post-field DTS survey 2003.09.19–21 2003.09.19–21 2003.09.19–21  
Number of profiles 9231 5150 4554 18 935
     
Max. depth DTS (m KB) 1157.84 1158.32 938.61  
Processing method Double ended Single ended Single ended  
Data points (dz = 0.25 m) 10 514 7387 4386  
Measurements (total) 7.5x107 3.8x107 2.0x107 1.33x108

Table 1. Summary of DTS installation and logging schedule for Mallik 2002. Dates are
in year.month.day format.



attributable to the annual and recent (several decades) changes
of surface temperature (e.g. Lachenbruch and Marshall, 1986).
The temperature field in the deeper subsurface is character-
ized by a pronounced increase of the geothermal gradient at
the base of the ice-bearing permafrost below about 600 m
depth (Fig. 1, 2, 3). The mean temperature gradient within the
Mackenzie Bay Sequence rises from 7.4–7.9 K/km above the
permafrost base to 23.5–24.1 K/km in the ice-free sediment
layers below (Fig. 4; Table 2). Since there is no apparent
change in lithology at this depth (Fig. 4), the sharp increase in
gradient can be attributed to a change of the bulk-rock ther-
mal conductivity resulting from the contrast of the thermal
conductivity of the pore fluid in frozen (ice: 2.2 W/m•K) and
unfrozen (water: 0.6 W/m•K) state.

Below about 920 m, the geothermal gradient shows dis-
tinct variations and locally increases over 40 K/km. The onset
of this interval with zones of increased geothermal gradient
appears in all three wells and correlates with the boundary
between the Mackenzie Bay and Kugmallit sequences, which
at the Mallik L-38 well appears at a depth of 918 m below
ground level (Dallimore and Collett, 1999). Individual peaks
of the geothermal gradient are again showing good correla-
tion between the Mallik 3L-38 and 4L-38 wells, and local dif-
ferences can be attributed to lateral changes in lithology
which can be derived by comparison of the gamma-ray logs.

Figure 5 shows a detail of the 10 m average temperature
gradients and thegamma-ray log of theMallik 3L-38 well, as well
as an estimate of the gas hydrate saturation, based on the difference
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3L-38 4L-38 5L-38

Mean temperature gradient, 
 360–580 m KB, Sept. 2003 (K/km) 

7.9 7.4 7.8 

Mean temperature gradient, 
 620–900 m KB, Sept. 2003 (K/km) 

23.5 24.1 23.6 

Base of IBPF (m KB) 604 ± 3.5 609 ± 3.5 605 ± 3.5 

Base of GHZ (m KB) 1108 ± 3.5 1109 ± 3.5 - 

Table 2. Temperature profile data and depth (in metres below kelly
bushing: m KB) of permafrost and gas hydrate occurrences; IBPF =
ice-bearing permafrost; GHZ = zone of the gas hydrate occurrences.
No temperature data could be collected from base of gas hydrate
zone in Mallik 5L-38.
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of the density- and NMR-porosity logs of the Mallik 5L-38 well
(Kleinberg et al., 2005). As commonly observed, the geothermal
gradient correlates with the gamma-ray log. Sand-dominated
units, marked by low gamma-ray intensities, characteristically
have a higher thermal conductivity than silt- or clay-dominated
units with high gamma-ray intensities. In contrast to this, there
is no apparent correlation of the temperature gradient and the
estimated gas hydrate saturation. In order to examine the
interrelation of the temperature gradient (dT/dz), the gamma-ray
intensity (GR), and the gas hydrate saturation (Sh) in further
detail, crossplots of 0.25 m interval data between 830 m and
1142 m are presented in Figure 6. Because no temperature data
of the Mallik 5L-38 well could be collected below a depth of
about 939 m, the average of the temperature gradients from
the Mallik 3L-38 and 4L-38 wells was used for this analysis.

Figure 6a shows a crossplot of dT/dz and GR, with Sh indi-
cated by the colour code (blue: low Sh, red: high Sh). Although
there is no direct physical relationship between dT/dz and GR,
the positive correlation between these quantities can be explained
by the linkage through thermal conductivity described above.
Variations in Sh do not result in an obvious systematic deviation
from this correlation. There is, however, an accumulation of
data points with high Sh values within the low temperature
gradient and low gamma-ray intensity region. This indicates
that the gas hydrate has preferentially accumulated within the
sand-dominated units, which is also obvious from the crossplot
of GR and Sh (Fig. 6c), which displays that high Sh values
mostly occur together with low GR values. Figure 6b again
displays no clear correlation between dT/dz and Sh. The pre-
sented evidence implies that at the Mallik site even high gas
hydrate saturations of up to 90% of the pore space only have a
minor effect on the bulk-rock thermal conductivity as com-
pared to the effect of changes in lithology. In order to quantify
changes of the thermal conductivity as a result of the presence
of gas hydrate in the order of 30%, as observed by Stoll and
Bryan (1979), direct measurements of thermal conductivity
on field samples under in situ conditions would be required.

Drilling-induced temperature changes

The variation of temperature over time exhibits patterns of
superimposed cooling and warming processes, which are
related to different phases of the drilling of the well. The drill-
ing operations lasted over a total period of 13 days for the
Mallik 3L-38 well, and 11 days for the Mallik 4L-38 well
from spud-in to cementing of the wells (Table 1). In the
Mallik 5L-38 well, which was drilled with a larger diameter
and cored in the interval between 886 m and 1151 m, drilling
operations lasted a total of 29 days, which is more than twice
as long as in the two observation wells.

The drilling of the permafrost and gas hydrate layers
required that the borehole was not excessively heated during
the drilling procedure, and the drilling mud was cooled to
temperatures between –2°C and 4°C (Takahashi et al., 2005).
As a consequence of the temperature difference between the
formation and the drilling mud, the formation was warmed in
the upper section and cooled in the lower section of the bore-
hole during the drilling period. This pattern of thermal distur-
bance is typically observed in rotary-drilled wells (Bullard,

1947). After the drilling, the cementing of the casing caused
an increase of temperature along the entire depth of the wells
due to the release of the heat of hydration.
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Despite the complex processes, it has been shown that
under certain conditions the process of heat transfer during
drilling can be approximated by an idealized line-source
model (e.g. Bullard, 1947; Lachenbruch and Brewer, 1959).
For shut-in times after the end of drilling, ts, which are large
relative to the time of circulation, tc, the temperature along the
borehole can be approximated by

T(t ) = A ln 1+
t

t
Ts

c

s

•
⎞

⎠
⎟ +

⎛

⎝
⎜⎜ ∞

(2)

where T∞ is the undisturbed formation temperature and A is a
constant, which in the ideal case would be given by

A =
Q

4πλ
(3)

where Q is the rate of heat exchange during drilling per unit
length of the borehole, and λ is the thermal conductivity of the
surrounding formation.

The minimum time required for the validity of equation 2
is determined from the departure of the real drilling process
from the constant-source model. After this time, a plot of the
observed temperature after shut-in of the well T(ts) against
ln(1+tc/ts) should yield a straight line of slope A and a value
of T∞ at ln(1+tc/ts) = 0 (i.e. ts →∞). The mobilization of latent
heat in the permafrost and gas hydrate intervals during and
after drilling is further limiting the applicability of this method,

but it has been shown (Lachenbruch et al., 1982) that even for cases
involving substantial degradation of permafrost during drilling,
the straight-line slope is again recovered after sufficient time.

‘Horner plots’ of the type described above for various
depths are presented in Figure 7 and 8. For this analysis it was
assumed that the heat source at a particular depth had lasted
from the time when the drill bit had first reached this depth
until the end of the cementing of the wells (Table 1). The
resulting circulation times, tc for the chosen depth are ranging
from about 12 days in the upper part of the borehole to about 2
days in the lower part (Tables 3, 4). Because of this variation
of the circulation times, simultaneous measurements at dif-
ferent depths plot at different positions on the abscissa on
Figures 7 and 8.

The observed temperature changes after the cementing of
the wells depict the sequence of events and the amount of heat
exchanged between the borehole and the surrounding forma-
tion during drilling. In the initial period, the temperature
along the entire well decreases as a result of the dissipation of
the heat of hydration released during the setting of the cement.
In the following time, the temperature recovery in the upper
and lower part of the borehole shows different trends: at
depths greater than about 800 m, the part of the borehole
which was subject to cooling during the drilling of the well,
temperature is again increasing. In contrast to this, the inter-
val above about 700 m was warmed during drilling, and the
cooling after the initial period continues. The linear fits were
applied to the data after minimum shut-in times ts,min ranging
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100 m
300 m
500 m
600 m
700 m
800 m
900 m

1000 m
1100 m

14

Mallik 4L-38

Te
m

p
er

at
u

re
(°

C
)

12

10

-ln (1+( ))t /tc s

8

6

4

2

0

-2

-4

-6

-1.6 -1.2 -0.8 -0.4 0

Figure 8. ‘Horner plot’ of temperature variation over time
for various depths, Mallik 4L-38 observation well. Linear fits
displayed with red lines. tc: circulation time, ts: shut-in time.



from about 9 days to about 21 days. Tables 3 and 4 addition-
ally list the corresponding dimensionless time ts/tc and the
corresponding value on the abscissa (Fig. 7, 8) of the ‘Horner
plots’, th, min. Because of the lingering influence due to the
refreezing of permafrost, data from the permafrost interval
generally could only be matched to a straight-line fit after
shut-in times that were longer than for the interval below. The
parameters A and T∞ resulting from the linear fits, as well as
the temperatures measured during the September 2003 sur-
vey TSept. 03, and the deviation from T∞, dT, are presented in
Tables 3 and 4.

The different slopes of the temperature curves with time
within the ‘Horner plots’ clearly show the influence of varia-
tions of the heat source during the drilling process and effects
that can be related to the mobilization of latent heat. While for
the Mallik 3L-38 well a rather systematic deviation from the
ideal case can be observed, the temperatures from the Mallik
4L-38 and 5L-38 wells show further influences: the removal
of a spurious cement plug at about 850 m depth required a fur-
ther two-day drilling operation at the Mallik 4L-38 well,

lasting from day 26 to day 28. During this time, drilling mud
was circulated with temperatures between 13°C and 20°C.
The elevated temperatures resulting from this additional drilling
operation are mostly evident in the upper 100 m of the well
(Fig. 2, 49-day temperature profile; Fig. 5). As a consequence
of the longer drilling time and the larger drill-bit diameter, the
thermal disturbance of the Mallik 5L-38 well was much
stronger than in the observation wells (Fig. 3). Further pertur-
bations of the Mallik 5L-38 well temperatures were caused
due to the extensive logging, coring, and testing program.
Therefore the temperature data of the Mallik 5L-38 well was
not evaluated within this analysis.

The analysis of the temperature data from the Mallik
3L-38 and 4L-48 wells using the ‘Horner plot’ method shows
that the well temperatures measured during the September
2003 survey have returned to close to equilibrium with the
formation temperatures. The deviation from thermal equilib-
rium is ± 0.1°C (Tables 3, 4) and within measurement accu-
racy. For wells or sections of wells where no mobilization of
latent heat due to phase changes occurs, Bullard (1947)
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Depth (m KB) tc (d) ts, min (d) ts/tc th, min
A T∞(°C) TSept.03 (°C) dT (°C)

100.13 12.37 18.86 1.53 0.50 6.02 -5.97 -5.88 -0.09 
200.12 11.87 18.86 1.59 0.49 2.87 -4.41 -4.50 0.09 
300.11 10.81 18.86 1.74 0.45 2.72 -3.59 -3.64 0.05 
400.10 6.47 18.86 2.91 0.30 2.69 -2.74 -2.81 0.07 
500.09 6.21 18.86 3.04 0.28 1.81 -1.97 -2.06 0.09 
600.08 5.52 18.86 3.42 0.26 0.40 -0.92 -1.04 0.12 
700.07 5.29 8.79 1.66 0.47 0.21 1.62 1.43 0.19 
800.06 5.03 8.79 1.75 0.45 -0.14 3.96 3.82 0.14 
900.05 4.36 8.79 2.02 0.40 -0.64 6.29 6.10 0.19 

1000.04 3.27 8.79 2.69 0.32 -1.20 8.85 8.74 0.11 
1100.03 2.19 8.79 4.01 0.22 -3.46 12.19 12.09 0.10 

Table 3. ‘Horner plot’ data, Mallik 3L-38; tc, circulation time; ts, min, minimum shut-in time
for ‘Horner plot’ evaluation; ts/tc, ratio of shut-in time:circulation time; th, min, minimum
‘Horner time’ (th = ln(1 + tc/ts)); A, slope of linear fit in ‘Horner plot’; T∞, undisturbed
formation temperature, estimated from ‘Horner plot’; TSept. 03, temperature measured
during September 2003 survey; dT, deviation of temperature measured in September
2003 from estimated equilibrium temperature (T∞– TSept. 03)

Depth (m KB) tc (d) ts, min (d) ts/tc th, min A T∞(°C) TSept.03 (°C) dT (°C)

100.05 10.84 21.14 1.95 0.41 4.31 -6.11 -6.02 -0.09
200.09 10.45 21.14 2.02 0.40 3.71 -4.71 -4.66 -0.05 
300.13 10.14 21.14 2.08 0.39 2.57 -3.87 -3.85 -0.02 
400.18 6.17 21.14 3.43 0.26 3.81 -3.02 -3.04 0.02 
500.22 6.00 21.14 3.53 0.25 2.02 -2.25 -2.31 0.06 
600.01 5.69 21.14 3.72 0.24 1.33 -1.32 -1.34 0.02 
700.05 5.28 10.91 2.07 0.39 0.76 1.51 1.24 0.27 
800.09 5.00 10.91 2.18 0.38 0.18 3.81 3.65 0.16 
900.13 4.71 10.91 2.32 0.36 -0.20 6.12 6.01 0.11 

1000.17 3.52 10.91 3.10 0.28 -0.71 8.61 8.59 0.01 
1100.21 2.19 10.91 4.99 0.18 -4.19 11.98 12.10 -0.12 

Table 4. ‘Horner plot’ data, Mallik 4L-38; tc, circulation time; ts, min, minimum shut-in time
for ‘Horner plot’ evaluation; ts/tc, ratio of shut-in time:circulation time; th, min, minimum
‘Horner time’ (th = ln(1 + tc/ts)); A, slope of linear fit in ‘Horner plot’; T∞, undisturbed
formation temperature, estimated from ‘Horner plot’; TSept. 03, temperature measured
during September 2003 survey; dT, deviation of temperature measured in September
2003 from estimated equilibrium temperature (T∞–TSept. 03).



showed that about 10 to 20 times the time taken to drill at a
particular depth is required for the disturbance to decrease to
1% of its initial value. Based on the recorded mud tempera-
tures at Mallik, the maximum of the initial temperature dis-
turbance can be estimated as about 15°C. Temperatures
measured in October 2002 follow the completion of drilling
operations by a period of time equal to about 21 times the
duration of drilling. Then according to Bullard’s (1947)
result, well temperatures should be within 0.15°C of thermal
equilibrium, which is in agreement with the results for the
‘Horner plot’ analysis. Within measurement accuracy, the
temperatures of the September 2003 measurement have reached
thermal equilibrium, except for the upper part of the perma-
frost section of the Mallik 5L-38 well, where a remaining dis-
turbance of the temperature profile around 130 m is obvious
(Fig. 3). Further temperature changes after the September
2003 measurement can be expected here.

Transient heat flow and phase changes

The disturbed temperature profiles exhibit specific patterns,
which are related to the mobilization of latent heat during the
melting and refreezing of permafrost (e.g. Lachenbruch and
Brewer, 1959; Lachenbruch et al., 1982) and the decomposi-
tion of gas hydrate as a result of the drilling and completion of
the wells. In this study, these patterns were used as indicators
of the location of the base of the ice-bearing permafrost and
gas hydrate occurrences.

Especially during early times after the end of drilling, the
disturbed temperature profiles are characterized by almost
isothermal sections within the permafrost interval, followed
by a gradual increase in temperature in the deeper subsurface
below (Fig. 1, 2, 3). The transition between these zones is
marked by a sharp rise in temperature over a depth interval of
a few metres at about 600 m, which is gradually diminishing
over time. During drilling, the rise of temperature within per-
mafrost is impeded by the latent heat used to melt the frozen
pore fluid, whereas the rise of temperature beneath perma-
frost is not limited in this way (Lachenbruch and Brewer,
1959; Lachenbruch et al., 1982). The resulting transient tem-
perature step marks the base of the ice-bearing permafrost
layer and is an effect typical of many wells drilled in perma-
frost (Taylor, 1979). A similar effect can be observed in the
depth interval below 1100 m (Fig. 1, 2). By analogy to the
permafrost feature, this indicates that decomposition of gas
hydrate had occurred at the base of the gas-hydrate-bearing
zone, probably as a result of a release of heat of hydration
after cementing the wells.

Being close to thermodynamic equilibrium, the intervals
immediately above the base of the ice-bearing permafrost and
gas hydrate occurrences are mostly prone to melting or
decomposition, respectively. Even small changes of the pres-
sure and temperature conditions can result in phase changes.
During the supply of heat, the consumption of latent heat at
the phase change or decomposition temperature is leading to
the development of isothermal sections of the temperature
profiles in the permafrost and gas hydrate intervals, which are
subject to phase changes. In contrast to this, the temperatures
in the zones immediately below the melting permafrost or

decomposing gas hydrate interval are increasing according to
the thermal diffusivity of the rock. In comparison to the tem-
perature profiles, the plots of the disturbed temperature gradients
(Fig. 4, 5) accentuate this effect: within the zones subject to phase
changes, the temperature gradients decrease and reach a local
minimum, after which the gradients strongly increase with
depth (temperature step), before they return to a value close to
the geothermal gradient underneath the transition zones. The
transition zones between the ice-bearing and non-ice-bearing
strata (Fig. 4), and between the gas-hydrate-bearing and
non-gas-hydrate-bearing strata (Fig. 5) are therefore marked
by a sinusoidal signature in the temperature-depth gradient.
This ‘pseudo-discontinuity’ of the temperature gradient and
the related temperature step are both gradually decreasing
over time as the thermal disturbance dissipates.

The temperature steps occurred within depth intervals of
about 7 m. Within these transition zones, the locations of the
local maxima of the temperature gradients were used to deter-
mine the position of the base of the ice-bearing permafrost
and the gas hydrate occurrences (Table 2). With respect to the
thickness of the transition zones, an uncertainty of ± 3.5 m
should be assumed for the given depth values for the posi-
tions of the respective interfaces. Moreover, at least around
the base of the ice-bearing permafrost, a gradual transition
zone, of variable thickness, with coexisting ice and water
within the pore space will probably exist.

The depth to the base of the ice-bearing permafrost increases
from 604 ± 3.5 m at Mallik 3L-38 to 609 ± 3.5 m at Mallik
4L-38. These values generally agree with previous determi-
nations of the depth to the base of the ice-bearing permafrost
for the Mallik region (e.g. Judge, 1987), but they are about 30 m
less than the depths determined for the approximately 100 m
distant Mallik L-38 and 2L-38 wells, which were estimated
from geophysical well logs (Dallimore and Collett, 1999;
Dallimore et al., 1999), since precision well temperatures
were not available.

The depth to the base of the gas hydrate occurrence increases
from 1108 ± 3.5 m at the Mallik 3L-38 well to 1109 ± 3.5 m at
the Mallik 4L-38 well, and shows the same trend as the depth
to the ice-bearing permafrost. A similar determination of the
base of the gas hydrate occurrence at the Mallik 5L-38 well
was not possible because temperatures could only be mea-
sured to a depth of about 940 m, but the temperature-derived
depths to the base of the gas hydrate occurrences for the Mallik
3L-38 and 4L-38 wells correlate well with the gas hydrate sat-
uration estimated from the density- and NMR-porosity logs
for the Mallik 5L-38 well at about 1107 m.

CONCLUSIONS

The permanent installation of fibre-optic distributed temperature-
sensing cables behind the well casing proved to be successful
for temperature monitoring in boreholes, even under the
extreme conditions of an arctic environment. The measured
temperature profiles enabled the determination of the forma-
tion temperature, and the derivation of new implications for
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the distribution of permafrost and gas hydrate occurrences, as
well as the thermal properties of gas-hydrate-bearing sedi-
ments at the Mallik site.

1) For the Mallik 2002 wells, the dissipation of the thermal
disturbances caused by the drilling and completion of the
wells still continued after a period of 64 days, which
corresponds to five times the drilling period. After about
21 months, which corresponds to over 48 times the drilling
period, the temperature of the Mallik 3L-38 and 4L-38
wells had returned close to undisturbed conditions, with
an estimated deviation of ± 0.1°C from equilibrium.
Within the upper approximately 200 m of the Mallik
5L-38 well some remaining influence of the thermal
disturbance can be detected.

2) The temperature profiles exhibit features typical of wells
drilled in permafrost, such as a pronounced step-like
increase of temperatures at the base of the ice-bearing
permafrost, within short times after the completion of the
wells. The depths to the base of the ice-bearing permafrost
derived from this characteristic feature increase from 604
± 3.5 m in the Mallik 3L-38 well to 609 ± 3.5 m in the
Mallik 4L-38 well.

3) For the first time, a similar effect as described under
number 2) above, caused by the consumption of latent
heat by the decomposition of gas hydrate during completion
of the wells, was detected at the base of the gas hydrate
occurrences. This temperature log-derived depth of the
base of the gas hydrate occurrences corresponds well to
the depth estimated from other geophysical well logs and
ranges between 1108 ± 3.5 m and 1109 ± 3.5 m for the
Mallik 3L-38 and 4L-38 wells, respectively.

4) Changes of the geothermal gradient are linked to variations
in lithology and the ice content of the sediments. The in-
fluence of the gas hydrate content on the bulk-rock thermal
conductivity, nevertheless, only plays a minor role when
compared to lithological changes of the rock matrix.
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APPENDIX
Technical specifications, advantages, and problems
of the DTS experiment design

The permanent installation of the DTS sensor cables outside
the borehole casing has several advantages: the sensor cable is
positioned close to the borehole wall, and temperature pertur-
bations due to fluid-air convection or movement of logging
tools inside the borehole are minimized. Full access to the
borehole for other operations during temperature measure-
ment is available and long-term observations in abandoned
and sealed wells are possible.

The cable clamps, which were designed in collaboration
with the drilling operations team (Takahashi et al., 2005),
enabled the positioning of the cable around the perimeter of
the casing and the protection against mechanical damage during
the installation procedure. In the two observation wells, the
DTS cables were installed down to a depth of about 1158 m.
The production test well (Mallik 5L-38) was perforated
within the interval between 907 m and 920 m with zero phase.
In order to ensure a functioning sensor cable within the ther-
mal stimulation zone, two separate cable lines at 180° spacing
were installed down to a depth of about 987 m in the Mallik
5L-38 well. In the event that one of these cable lines would
have been destroyed during perforation, temperature data
still could have been collected from the second undamaged
line. Because further perforations were performed at different
levels below this depth, the sensor cables were not installed to
greater depths.

The deployed DTS system can be operated in two differ-
ent configurations, which are referred to as single-ended and
double-ended processing modes. The double-ended mode
yields higher quality temperature data with a reduction of the
signal noise, and requires that both ends of the sensor cable
are connected to the DTS instrument. In order to operate the

DTS instrument in double-ended mode, the sensor cables in
all wells were installed in a closed-loop configuration with a
turn-around at the bottom.

The sensor cable, a graded index 50/125 fibre contained
in a high-grade steel tubule with a kevlar and HDPE plastic
jacketing (manufactured by Felten & Guilleaume Kabelwerke
GmbH, Germany), was chosen according to the temperature
range and the mechanical stress expected during deployment.
During the Mallik field experiment the sensor cables were
exposed to arctic surface temperatures as low as -45°C and
downhole temperatures up to +60°C during the thermal stim-
ulation test. After the installation, breaks of the optical fibres
were detected at about 650 m in the Mallik 4L-38 well, and at
about 762 m, 831 m, and 939 m in the Mallik 5L-38 well,
which are attributed to mechanical stress downhole during
the installation procedure. Despite the damages, temperatures
in the Mallik 4L-38 well could still be measured down to the
bottom of the well because the sensor cables were installed in
the loop configuration described above and only one cable
branch was broken. Measurements could still be performed
in single-ended mode and the damage therefore only resulted
in a partial reduction of data quality. In the Mallik 5L-38 well,
temperatures could be measured in single-ended mode down
to a maximum depth of about 939 m.

While the damage of the sensor cable in the Mallik 4L-38
well cannot be related to any specific feature of the well com-
pletion or lithology at this depth, or to irregularities during the
installation procedure, the damages of the sensor cables in the
Mallik 5L-38 well could have been caused by a steel object
which was accidentally dropped into the borehole. Damages
to the optical fibre have resulted in only a partial reduction of
data quality, and the need for care during the installation pro-
cedure must be emphasized. In order to further reduce the risk
of damage, a more robust cable make-up should be developed
for installations of this particular type.
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Processing of distributed temperature data

The temperature profiles were measured at variable intervals
ranging from about one to five minutes, depending on the
configuration. The temperature profiles displayed in this
report were generated by averaging the measured tempera-
tures over about two hour data acquisition intervals in order to
achieve the best possible accuracy.

Depth values are correlated to the positions of the upper-
most connector at the wellhead and the lowest connector to
which the DTS cable is attached. A comparison of the length
of the sensor cable and casing string shows that the length of
the installed sensor cable exceeds the length of the casing
string by about 7 m to 8 m, a result of the addition of small

excess cable lengths between the cable clamps, which were
used to attach the cable to the borehole casing within intervals
of about 12 m. It is assumed that this over-length of the sensor
cable, which represents 0.8% of the length of the casing
string, is evenly distributed along the depth of the borehole;
the measured depth values were corrected accordingly.

In the Mallik 5L-38 well, the exact position of the end of the
sensor cable relative to the casing string was initially not known
because both lines of the cable loop were interrupted. Here
the depth values were correlated to the position of the perfo-
rated interval of the thermal stimulation zone, which could be
detected clearly by the thermal signal of the perforation gun
after the perforation was shot (see also Hancock et al., 2005).
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